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The main source of motivation/interest for choosing this study visit arose from my experiences as 
lecturer in education and my observations of student teachers’ and practicing teachers’ use of 
technology in the classroom. Based on these factors I was eager to discover the extent to which 
other countries support the innovative and creative use of educational technologies both in initial 
teacher education (ITE) and in schools.  
 
During the study visit individuals from the host institution and each of the thirteen participants 
presented examples of how they attempted to create technology enriched educational 
environments within their professional context. The participants came from a variety of educational 
contexts, working in institutions at primary, secondary and tertiary level. Following each 
presentation, discussion ensued where an attempt was made to critique each example in light of 
national educational policy and to locate the projects within the broader context of the changing 
landscape at national and European level. Throughout the study visit, we also visited schools, a 
national voluntary educational organisation, technology companies and university departments who 
were all attempting to support and enhance the teaching and learning process through the creative 
use of technology. This provided us with the opportunity to hear the perspectives of those who 
design, develop and modify technology and those who are the end users, and to compare the 
opportunities and challenges that they face with those within our own professional and national 
context.     
 

One project that I 
found particularly 
interesting was 
the Turkish 
project entitled 
Fatih or F@tih. 
This involved the 
intended rollout 
of ten million 
tablets to pupils 
at primary and 
second level 
public schools in 
Turkey over the 
coming years. It is 
currently in the 
pilot stage and all 
pupils in thirty 
four schools have 
been given 
tablets with 
preloaded etext 

books. The scale of the initiative in Turkey (and in Italy where a similar project was outlined) has 
proven attractive to technology companies, which have invested heavily in personnel and resources 
in order to maximise their potential input and engagement with the project. While this has 
enhanced the technological quality of the resources such as school management systems, school 



infrastructure and the visual and navigational quality of the etext books, the challenge still remains 
to win over teachers to the new technology and to ensure that enhancing the teaching and learning 
process remains at the core of all new developments. In order to progress this Yildiz Teknik Universiy 
in Istanbul has modified its Technology degree programme to allow final year students to opt for a 
teaching qualification and consequently complete a three month teaching placement in schools as 
technology teachers. However, the participants on the study visit agreed that in each of the 
participating countries, similar challenges and opportunities exist and indicated that a centralised or 
mainstream approach to enhancing teachers’ confidence and technological abilities is needed at ITE 
level and as a form of CPD. It was felt that in order to ensure the development of technology for 
educational settings was based on sound pedagogical theory it is important that teachers play a key 
role not only in the teaching and learning process but also in informing the development and 
implementation stage. 
  
To conclude, I found the study visit experience to be most beneficial in expanding my own 
knowledge base and in providing me with the opportunity to engage with other professionals I have 
come away both inspired and with renewed enthusiasm to pursue further research in this area and 
to continue to modify my own practices.  
 

 
 
 
 


